
 

HCA’s April Vacation Activities for 4th-5th graders 
“HCA - Change Your World!” 

 
  

Monday, April 20 - Make Art 
 
Make Art Inspired by Famous Artists 
 

Go on a virtual museum tour of the ​Van Gogh Museum​, then create a ​Van Gogh inspired still life 
OR 

Watch Carmen Sandiego ​The Duke of Vermeer Caper​ (Season 1 Episode 5) on Netflix and ​Create an Art 
“Forgery”​.  

 
Draw every day with JJK @2pm​  Join ​Jarrett J. Krosoczka author and illustrator ​Lunch Lady graphic 
novels for an engaging and family-friendly drawing lesson. All lessons are available on his ​youtube 
playlist​ for viewing anytime.  
 
Check out ​Smithsonian’s Open Studio video library ​where artist Jill Galloway ​teaches students how to 
work with a different art material every session  
 
Try your hand at Origami  
 
Watch London’s National Theater production of Treasure Island​ for free until 4/22  
 
 

Tuesday, April 21 - Earth Day - Be Inspired to Change Your World 
  
Watch this ​Fearless Kids Around the World Episode​ to see how a Columbian Teen is helping the Amazon 
Rain Forest.  
 
Take the Earth Day Challenge.​ Pick a few activities such as  

● complete a plastic audit in your house 
● repair something instead of replacing it 
● plan a ​Pollinator-Friendly Garden.  

 
You can find 7 other eco-friendly actions you can take ​here​.  
 
Find tips on how to be green in ​this article​ from National Geographic Kids. 
  
Check out the baboon shenanigans or penguin perils at the ​Sandiego Zoo​ with their live animal cams. 
 
Wednesday, April 22 - Celebrate Storytelling 
 
Make your own Zine from one sheet of paper​. 
 
Make your own comic about a day in your life. 
 

https://harpswellcoastalacademy.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oV8s_-VVaxORtlZ5e7wEvLXuQGg2cBH6ALwq0LMCYas/edit#slide=id.p4
https://www.carmensandiego.com/resource/create-an-art-forgery/
https://www.carmensandiego.com/resource/create-an-art-forgery/
http://www.studiojjk.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLg9gpgNtuVmFqtseQCKFWZml6dfdLugwt
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLg9gpgNtuVmFqtseQCKFWZml6dfdLugwt
https://www.facebook.com/watch/smithsoniannpg/236123581028837/
https://origami.me/beginners-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://www.carmensandiego.com/web-series/caring-for-the-environment/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-challenge/
https://160g7a3snajg2i1r662yjd5r-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Earth-Day-Pollinator-Garden-Planning-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/7-eco-friendly-actions-for-kids-during-the-pandemic/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/science/green-tips/
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
https://austinkleon.com/2020/03/04/how-to-make-a-zine-from-a-single-sheet-of-paper/
https://www.makebeliefscomix.com/


 

Write a Haiku (or many Haikus) with people from all over the world with the ​Global Haiku Project​.  
 
Write a short story and make a ​Stop Motion Video.  
 
Join ​Reading Rainbow's LeVar Burton ​for a YA story for tweens and teens every Wednesday at 3 pm. 
 
Thursday, April 23 - Try Engineering  
 
Create your own Rube Goldberg machine 
 

First, get inspiration from this ​OK Go video​, then watch ​this short video​ for basic instructions or, if you need 
more information ​TinkerLab​ has some ideas for smaller step machines.  
 
If you love this activity and are feeling inspired, enter the ​2020 Rube Goldberg Bar of Soap Video Challenge​.  

 
Check out the ​Kenedy Space Center Facebook​ page for daily video lessons and activities ​like this one 
where you can make cups fly like a space shuttle and learn about The Magnus Effect. 
 
Read about an artist who uses math to create domino displays or a fictional story about a boy who 
creates a robot to clean his room on ​Scholastic Learn at Home​.  
 

 
Friday, April 24 - Explore the World 
 
Read this story from Scholastic​ about a miniature version of the world on display in New York City.  
 
Explore one or 30 ​Historic Landmarks from around the World​ with Google Earth. Choose one and build 
your own model out of legos, cardboard, other recycled materials. 
 
Listen to stories from around the world​. Compare them to folk tales you may already know. Locate their 
country of origin on ​Google Earth 
 
Explore other cultures through food. Try cooking ethnic cuisine with ​one of these kid-friendly dishes​. 
(Kids, make sure you have parent permission first and have checked for any potential food allergies.)  
 

https://haiku.baronfig.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ppedXZHhE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ppedXZHhE0
https://levarburton.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qybUFnY7Y8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=102&v=nf094faga5w&feature=emb_title
https://tinkerlab.com/engineering-kids-rube-goldberg-machine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDVl5zSyZsc
https://www.facebook.com/watch/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex/
https://www.facebook.com/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex/videos/2627187277391685/
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome/grades-3-5.html
https://sn56.scholastic.com/pages/archives/articles/a-small-world.html
https://earth.google.com/web/@24.27907103,64.87953145,12.15713829a,18782599.89749163d,35y,0.00000008h,0t,0r/data=Ci4SLBIgMTA1NDZmMzhmZGM3MTFlNmEyN2MxYjMxZWFiNDNjN2QiCG92ZXJ2aWV3
https://www.wbur.org/circleround
https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.perisspiceladle.com/2013/06/07/choice-9-ethnic-cuisines-make-at-home-with-kids/

